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MIDDLE JAMES ROUNDTABLE
 STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING

November 9, 2009 

Steering Committee PRESENT: Peter Agelasto, Christina Luman Bailey, Megan Sommers Bascone, Robin Buckalew, Nissa Dean, Lorne Field, Carrie Hagin, Leigh Isaac, Michelle Kokolis, Tara Sieber, Joyce Pritchard, and Ida Swenson.  

Guests: Amy Doss and Joan Salvati with DCR’s Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance

CALL TO ORDER

A regular meeting of the Middle James Roundtable Steering Committee was held via conference call on November 9, 2009.  Chairman Ida called the meeting to order at 12:00 pm. A quorum was present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On motion by Lorne, seconded by Christina and passed 12-0, the Steering Committee approved the August 11, 2009 meeting minutes.

In an effort to save time at meetings, Ida recommended that the minutes be sent out with a two-week time limit for edits.  Members would be reminded of the two-week time limit for edits. After the time limit expiration, the minutes will now automatically be considered approved.  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE UPDATE

Steering Committee members had the opportunity to examine and make comments on the updated Executive Committee Operating Handbook. 

Lorne reported on the Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund grant that he wrote and submitted on behalf of the Exec. Committee.  Grant results will be available May of 2010. The grant includes funding for the design and printing of children’s tablemats, and the reprinting of MJRT media campaign materials. Megan and Nissa thanked the Piedmont Soil and Water Conservation District’s willingness to serve as fiscal partner in this venture.

SUB-COMMITTEES 

STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE: Joyce reported

The Steering Committee was advised to examine the three draft Strategic Plan and Plan of Work documents and submit edit recommendations to Joyce, Megan or Christina by December 1, 2009.  The Steering Committee will discuss the updated document at their January meeting.
ANNUAL MEETING COMMITTEE: Lorne reported

Annual meeting arrangements at Holiday Lake State Park 4H Center are confirmed for March 25, 2010.  The theme will be Stormwater.  A tentative agenda includes presentations on: Adapting a Stormwater Utility, the Green Community Challenge, Chesapeake Bay Phase III Implementation, Chesapeake Bay TMDLs and How They Impact Stormwater Reduction Efforts, New DCR Stormwater Regulations, and New ESC Technology.  

Nissa cited the role Roundtables play providing key local support and information to agencies and officials.  The Roundtable’s ground up paradigm allows for improved communication and greater buy in, and hopefully will educate MJRT members so that they feel confident lobbying on behalf of their watershed.  A Legislative Workshop is scheduled for December 5th in Richmond, VA.  If there are comments that Steering Committee members would like to have forwarded to General Assembly, contact Leigh at info@mjrt.com.

CHESAPEAKE BAY TMDL: Megan reported

EPA announced that 13 community input meetings are scheduled to discuss nutrient reduction load reductions.  On Dec. 14, 15, 16 and 17 there are meeting scheduled in Fairfax, Williamsburg, Penland, and Fredricksburg respectively. Contact vaytmdl@dcr.virginia.gov for more information.

ROUNDTABLE COORDINATOR: Leigh reported

Quarterly report submitted.  

To help future coordinators, Leigh is compiling a yearly calendar of task deadlines and contacts, as well as an annual meeting check-list.

SCOPE OF WORK 2010: Megan reported:

The draft Scope of Work document to be submitted to DCR for grant purposes was discussed.  An item will be added to include Strategic Planning in 2010. Also, it was recommended that Leigh evaluate her position, and those working closely evaluate Leigh’s work, so that as new interns are interviewed and hired, their skills and progress can be quantitatively measured.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Ida reported

A call for volunteers to serve on the Steering Committee will be made in the upcoming Newsletter.  Anyone who has someone in mind that they think might be interested in serving, please contact Ida.   The list of those currently serving, and the representation they bring, will be made available so that everyone will be aware of who is cycling off the steering committee.  Steering Committee members who have not attended meetings will be contacted by Peter to find out their plans for future participation. 

ROUND-ROBIN DISCUSSION
The James River Advisory Committee will host the Annual Parade of Lights Saturday, Dec. 12.  JRAC will also be hosting a cleanup on ???where???

Michelle reported that JRA’s Extreme Stream Makeover in October was a huge hit, with over $200,000 in in-kind donations and 400 volunteers participating.

Newsletter news, deadline for upcoming newsletter submittals Dec.1st.

Altria.
Amy with Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance reported that there would be an Advisory Review Process scheduled beginning in September for six localities.
The next Steering Committee meeting will be scheduled in January in Charlottesville, with date to be announced. 

Meeting adjourned by Ida at 1:15 pm.

Minutes by Robin Buckalew

